
1. Example diary entries – what are the features? What can you tell about the person writing it? 
Discuss how personality comes through a diary entry e.g. Diary of a Wimpy Kid v Anne Frank v 
Adiran Mole. Children write short diary entries for famous characters (give a choice of 4-6) – can 
their partner work out who it is? Give an example first, trying to avoid being obvious with who it 
is e.g. I always wonder if he's lurking in the shadows versus I always wonder if Voldemort is 
there.

2. Introduce parenthesis and how you punctuate it, focusing on dashes. Give some simple 
sentences (in context of a diary entry) children add in parenthesis. Discuss how you can move 
parenthesis in a sentence – what impact does that have? Children explore this with their 
sentences. Write in role as Stanley (discuss as a class which part of the text to write it from, 
model when he's dug his second hole), encourage children to experiment with parenthesis.

3&4. Children recount one event from two different character’s perspectives. The day when Stanley 
found the treasure.

Recounts

5. Use the police report check sheet – magpie language/highlight parts that match, can they identify 
the who, when, where, what from the text.
Give a police recount and a diary recount – what's the difference? What do we need to remember 
to make sure we don't do a diary recount? How is parenthesis used differently? Move to brackets 
and teach how you can use brackets instead of dashes.
6. Precise description of a shoe – give chn names of the shoe parts e.g. tongue, heel, eyes. Modelled 
write on next slide. Chn to maintain a formal tone.
7. Re-cap basic grammar e.g. subject, verb, object of a sentence. Children identify within 
sentences. Introduce active and passive voice – children identify sentences as active or passive and 
turn active sentences into passive. Discuss impact of passive voice on a police report.
8. Plan a police report - police report about stolen trainers (from the point of view of police officer). 
Re-read extract from Holes. Look at pictures of ‘scene’ to write down key details.
9&10. Write police report. If children finish, can they write Stanley's diary entry of the event as a 
comparison?

1. To explore diary entries
2. To use dashes for parenthesis
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character
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5. Identify the features of a police report
6. Write a precise description
7. To explore the active and passive voice
8. To plan a police report
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Write 1: Recount in character (same event but told twice)
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Based on events in chapter 13 of Holes

Stanley’s diary

There was a cloud today. I know that seems like an odd thing to write in my diary but it’s a pretty unusual event around here! We 
kept asking it to cover the sun – it never did. It was a day for unusual events because I also found something – something 
interesting – in my hole. I noticed it glistening in the sunshine and I almost ignored it. When I finally decided to look at it, I found it 
was a small metal tube with KB engraved on it – what could it be? I tried to hide it from X-Ray but I was spotted. I handed it over 
and suggested that X-Ray doesn’t show it to Mr Pendanski until tomorrow. X-Ray didn’t know why – he’s not that smart – so I 
explained he would get the whole day off if he showed it early tomorrow. I wish I had the day off.

X-Ray’s diary

Caveman is a good kid. He did what I told him and gave me the treasure he found. There would have been trouble if he didn’t – if 
you know what I mean! He was even smart enough to stop me telling Mr Sir straight away. He had a great idea to tell him 
tomorrow – that way I get almost a whole day off. I would have come up with the idea myself, of course! I needed to reward him 
for his cleverness, so I moved him in front of Zero in the water line. He deserved it.



Example text session 6





• Case Number: VT 05/04/01/3462

• Incident: Vehicle Theft

• Reporting Officer: Constable Ranjit Singh Date of Report: 21.11.2019

I was alerted to an incident at precisely 10:40 hours on Thursday 21st November 2019. I met with Mrs. Vanessa Price at 21 Landseer
Avenue regarding a vehicle theft. Mrs. Price said she parked her car in the car park of Horfield Leisure Centre at about 09.30 hours
and went in to go swimming. She was gone for approximately 47 minutes. She said that when she returned to the leisure centre at
about 10.15am, she discovered her car was missing.

The car was described as a metallic black Mini Cooper. The car registration number is HJ18 LVU. The value of the car was estimated to
be ₤15,000 and said there were no distinguishing marks or items.

Ms. Price told me she locked the car, but she does not have the keys. She now believes she may have left the keys in the boot lock
after removing the faulty torch from the boot. Ms. Price said she gave no one permission to take her car, and she is up to date with
her loan repayments.

I conducted a survey of the crime scene but found no items of evidence. I saw no broken glass in the area, and there were no items to
retrieve or photograph.

I obtained a sworn statement from Ms. Price and provided her with the case number and Information Leaflet 99/07 ("What to do 
when your car is stolen"). I entered the vehicle into the station database as a stolen vehicle. I also searched the area but was unable 
to find the vehicle.
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Case Number: VT 14/14/19/3352

Incident: Shoplifting and assault.

Reporting Officer: Detective Jessica Jones Date of Report: 21.11.2019

My police radio alerted me to an incident at precisely 3pm on Thursday 21st November 2019. I was in Bristol city centre at the time. I
met with the manager of Primark (Mr. Henry) in his office at 1530 hours. Mr Henry reported that a security guard stopped a young
woman at the exit of the shop, believing she had stolen goods from the store. She was seen acting suspiciously in various areas of the
store, as seen on CCTV.

The woman is described to be in her mid 20s, Caucasian, with waist length black hair, dark clothes and carrying an orange Sainsbury’s
carrier bag.

The security guard reported that when the woman tried to leave, he attempted to stop her and check her bags. At this point, she
assaulted him by kicking him four times in the leg and using the Sainsbury’s carrier bag to hit him over the head. She then fled the
scene. He was checked over after the incident by an on-call paramedic. His injuries are minor.

I conducted a survey of the crime scene but found no items of evidence. The woman took off with the carrier bag. She was seen on a
nearby CCTV camera around half a mile from the scene at 2:47pm. However, she was not picked up again by any cameras after this.

I obtained a sworn statement from Mr Henry and the security guard and provided him with the case number. All local beat officers
and retail outlets have been given the woman’s description.
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Case Number: KL 20/20/19/7822 I

Incident: Burglary

Reporting Officer: Constable James Williams

Date of Report: 9.4.2019

I met with Frank Gaines, the homeowner who had reported the burglary. Gaines told me he lives alone. He was out of town on business when the burglary happened. He had left on
Monday, April 5, at approximately 6:15 p.m. and returned on Friday morning at approximately 8:45 a.m. Because he used his car for the trip, there was no car on the driveway when
he was gone. He said because he left during daylight, he hadn’t thought to leave any lights on. He is a sales representative for Apple, and many people know that he often does
business from home and makes sales trips.

When he returned from his trip, he saw a broken window over the kitchen table. The following items are missing from his home office:

• Dell Alienware computer Serial #1534920814

• HP Laserjet Printer Serial #23179085

• Brother IntelliFax-41003 machine Serial #5656778912

I lifted latent fingerprints from the desk in Gaines’ home office. In the kitchen, I saw fragments of glass on the floor. The window had been broken. The broken window is
approxinately 4½ feet high by 6 feet across. I walked through the rest of the house and saw no other evidence of the break-in. All doors and all other windows are intact.

I went to the back garden and saw that the broken kitchen window is about three feet from the ground. I photographed the broken window from inside the kitchen and from the back
yard.

Gaines told me that he is friendly with a retired neighbour who lives next door, and she keeps an eye on his house when he is away on business. I questioned the neighbour (Anna
Morgan, 2164 Powell Street). She told me:

Her dog started barking at about 2 a.m. Wednesday, April 7.

She had a headache and did not feel like looking outside.

She put the dog into her guest bedroom so that she could get some sleep.

I obtained a sworn statement from both Mr Gaines and Mrs Morgan and provided them with the case number. I suggested that Gaines invest in an alarm system, since he is often
away from home, and I emphasized the importance of leaving lights on when he is away.

I took the fingerprints to the Evidence Room at approximately 10:35 a.m. on April 9.
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