This cat must learn to fight

Varjak Paw by S.F. Said

Non-Fiction: Non Chronological Reports
Purpose: To inform the reader clearly
Audience: An encyclopaedia
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Theme: Bravery/ Courage

Tier 2 words: distinctive, evolved, variety, dominant,
individual, prefer



Varjak Paw
NF - Non Chronological reports

To explore the themes of a text
To explore the language of a text
To build cohesion

To use expanded noun phrases

To plan a non-chronological report
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SC:

Build cohesion (Pronouns &
linked sentences)
Expandednoun phrases

6 & 7. Towrite a
non-chronological
report

8. To maintain a formal tone
9. To use appropriate fronted adverbials
10. To plan a non-chronological report

SC:

Build cohesion (Fronted
adverbials, pronouns & linked
sentences)

Expandednoun phrases
FormalTone

11 & 12. Towrite a
non-chronological

13. To use expanded noun phrases
14. To plan a non-chronological report

SC:

Build cohesion (Fronted
adverbials, pronouns & linked
sentences)

Expandednoun phrases
FormalTone

15 & 16. Towrite a
non-chronological
report

In reading lessons: Focus on non-chronological re ports. Read reports with good examples of fronted adverbials. Discuss cohesion and create success
criteria (pronouns, fronted adverbials).

1. Themeslesson: Courage. Greenhat—prediction. Share the front cover. Do youthinkitis fiction/non-fiction? Why? What do youthinkthe storyis
about?Share alternative front covers. Who doyou thinkthe main characters are? What do youthinktheydo in the story? Does itremind you of
anything you have read before? Looking at a variety of illustrations from the first few chapters, canyou add to yourideas? Repeat bylooking at
extract from the text. Share theme: courage. What does it mean? How can youdisplayit?|s it always good?

2. Tier2vocabularylesson:distinctive, evolved, variety, dominant, individual, prefer

3. Inpairs,readcutup facts about tigers. Sort the facts intothemes e.g. habitat, diet, appearance. Discussas a class whether facts have beensorted
into correct groups. Explain what cohesionis. Show examples of paragraphs where facts all relate to right topic but not cohesive, just listed, no
pronouns and paragraph where pronouns are used to linksentences and the object of the last sentence is often the subject of the next. Model how
to use pronouns to make facts link within a cohesive paragraph about tigers, and how to link sentences by adding another sentence using the
objectas a sentence. Model approaching a topicinalogical order. Learners write their own cohesive paragraph forone section.

4. Share apoorexample of areport on Mesopotamian Blues where expanded noun phrases are too story-like e.g. colourful, beautiful claws or
wonderful blue eyes. Model precise expanded noun phrases appropriate fora report. e.g. retractable claws, silver-blue fur. Adjective, noun, more
information (e.g. prepositionalphrase ifuseful) but not adding more adjectives for effect only usingextra words if informa tive. Model some up-
levelled sentences. Provide simple cat picture for learners to annotate with full sentencescontainingfactual expanded noun phrasese.g. It has
thick silver-blue fur which needs regular grooming. Stress that sentences needa verbe.g. Ithas...

5. Provide planningtemplate with sections for appearance, diet, habitat and behaviour. Present facts forlearners to sort. Learners annotate their
plans with useful fronted adverbials and expanded noun phrases.

6. Model how to write a paragraph onappearance. Learners begina double-page report in extended writingbooks, starting with a title. (Donotdo an
introduction). Model how to begin a paragraph on Appearance, drawingattention to cohesionand expanded noun phrases. Draw ideas fromwork
on Weds. Begin paragraph on Diet. Be clear on capitalisation of Mesopotamian Blue (both words)

7. Continueto write report, using sub-headings; habitat and behaviour.

8. Explainthatthis week we will be choosing our own animalsto write a non-chronological report on. LAchn should choose snow |eopards (help from
modelling). Start by playing a game: https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/resource/year-4-formal-and-informal-language-game/ Discuss with
children what the differencesare between formal and informal language. When might you use them, for what purpose? Choose some informal
facts to turninto formal sentences.

9. Explainthatwe arelooking atappropriate fronted adverbials for non-fiction writing. Remind children that non-fiction writing sticks to the facts.
Fronted adverbialscantell us: - whereonthe bodya featureis - theycangeneralise e.g. (usually, most,) - they cantell us frequency of things
occurring (Every 3-4 hours). Partner sortingactivity: Chn to write the FAinto the correct column. Discussge neralisers- When might we use thesein
ourreport?-Modelusing oneinasentence: ‘Generally, Snow Leopards can be foundin cold climates’ Whyhave | used this word hee? Learners
write sentences using different generalisers e.g. In general... Often...Usually...

10. Explainto childrenthattheywill be able to choose one catto write aboutintheirreport: Snowleopard, Scottish wild cat, Black Panther. LA chn to
choosesnowleopards. Model withthe snowleopards facts. Take the fact sheet and model filling out the factintothe right paragraph. Talkabout
whyitshouldgo there. Chn to read through the facts given based onthe animal chosen. They need to fill out their planning sheet based on the
facts. Theycanadd more detail orchange words to make it theirown. The appropriate subheadings are: Appearance, Diet, Habitat, Behaviour.
Model usingsnow leopards-take the fact sheets and modelputting the facts intothe correct place on the planning sheet. Talk about how
paragraphs shouldbe specificand onlyabout one thing.

11. Write a reporton one of the three species. Live modelling.

12. Continuereportoncatspecies.

13. Explainto childrenthat theywill be writinga non-chronological report on animaginary cat oftheir choice. Firstlearners choose their made up cats
fur. Childrenbuild expanded noun phrases based on their fur. Show them model ‘white fur with dark spots and rosettes’ and ‘thick fur which keeps
the cat’s bodytemperature warm’. Next, choose what kind ofears and teeth they have. Why have you chosen these ears and teeth? Dothe same
forbodyandtail. Task — Childrento design theirimaginary catandlabel with expanded noun phrases (extended) in sentences. Provide choice of
facts to support children.

14. Match the words herbivore, omnivore and carnivore with their definitions. TTYP Asklearners to recap what the cat’s diet they wrote about last
week. Whatwill be the diet oftheir made up cat? Share ideas. Do the same with habitat and behaviour. Provide choice offacts to support children.

15. Live modelling—use planandshowhowto turn factintotwoorthree related sentences using pronouns, adverbials and linking p hrases.
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Model live writing —Don’t share as one piece orbefore extended write

The Mesopotamian Blue

Appearance
As their name suggests, Mesopotamian Blues have SilVergreviur that appears blueinthelsunlight. Their distinctivecoats need a lot of grooming to keep them in good condition. This means that, during the day, these cats spend most of
their time washing themselves.

In general, these cats have_ but occasionally individual Mesopotamian Blues are bom with _ Their eyes have evolved to help them see clearly evenwhen there are_asthey

are often active atnight.

Slightly smallerthan other cats, these animals have _a nd move like silentshadows. Like all cats, theyhave _

Diet

Mesopotamian Blues can huntif needed butpreferto be fed by their owners. Caviaris theirfavourite food, but theywill eatalmostanything when hungry. Ingeneral,_eat adiet composed of_
fish and meats. Theyalio oy wamn milkwhichhels trengthen theirteethand bones.

Habitat

Mesopotamian Blues are generally happiest whenkeptas , although theycan survive in the wild. While some may enjoy going outside, theyusually prefer to remainindoors. Some of t heir favourite places within homes
include and .

Behaviour

Since MesopotamianBlues are not as big as other cats, they tendto shy away from other felines. In particular, they seem most afraid of male tabby cats.

Unusually for cats, they Iive_. Scientists studying them have discovered thatthereis often or‘elder’ catwhocontrols the group. Insome cases,_ candrive an elderly leader

completely out of the family.

LAPs - The Mesopotamian Blue

Appearance
Blues ha_ve_. Their
These cats generally have
These animals have

needa lot of grooming. This means that, these cats spend most of their time washing themselves.
but ocassionallyBlues are born withamber eyes. Theireyes have evolvedto helpthem see at night.

and move like silent shadows. They have

O

iet

Blues can hunt but preferto be fed. Caviar is their favourite food, but they will eat almost anything. These cats eat @Valietyof cooked fish and meats . They also enjoy Warmmilk which strengthens their teeth and bones.



Formal Tone

Formal Tone

Model live writing —Don’t share as one piece orbefore extended write —Keep all plural —snow leopards (no capitalisation)

Snow Leopards

Appearance
Snow Leopards are well-adapted to

. In additionto this)they had
. Because they are frequently in snow, the cat’s grey-white fur provides excellent camouflage. Ithas

. This makes identifying individual snowleopards very difficult compared to other big cats like tigers, leopards and jaguars, which have more distinctive markings.

Diet
Scientists studying them have discovered that snow leopards’ diets vary depending on their location, but the cats most often huntwild sheepand go“they eatslowly, taking 3 or 4 days to consume their prey._

the cats remain nearthekill site todefend the meal . They will eat every few hours untilthe carcassis bare. snow leopards hunt_every 8-10days.

Habitat
snow leopards prefer HEIBFOKEn terrain of Cliffs, FOCKY OULCrops) and Favines . This type of habitat provides §86AIEoVer and Elearviews tonelp them find prey . Because of this, snow leopards mainly inhabit EHEMOURtINS Of

there are only around 4000 snow leopards now left in the wild because theyhave been hunted.

Behaviour

snow leopards are . They are most active at dawnand dusk, which is called a “crepuscular activity patterm” byscientists. they regularly patrol home ranges that can cover hundreds of square
kilometres. snow leopards cannotroar. Instead, they have . Although they sound frightening, snow leopards are not aggressive towards

humans.

Snow Leopards - LAPs

Appearance

Snow Leopards are well-adapted to .They have_.They have ._theyalso have_
. , the cat’s grey-white fur provides excellent camouflage. It has . This makes identifying individual snow leopards

very difficultcompared toother big cats like tigers, leopards and jaguars.
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Formal Tone

Model live writing —Don’t share as one piece orbefore extended write - plural

Asian Tamarans

Appearance

Asian Tamarans are well adapted totheirtropical environment. They have ERiRISIIKy fur Whichiprevents them fromoverheatinginthesun On the bottom of their paws, they have ERickipads to stop their feet from buming on thelhot

are designed toreach prey whenit is still some distance away. Normally, they catch their prey by distracting it with their tail before pouncing. In general, their tails are about 2m in length and could wrap around a human
three times.

Within their padded paws, Asian Tamarans have Sharpretractable claws, which helppthem keeptheirgripontheirfood . They also have ehlarged teethwhich can easily slice thiough'skinand scales.

Diet
Unusually for cats, Asian Tamarans are omnivores. Their diet tends to mainly consist of fishand seafood but they will also eat meat and _ They have night-vision so generallyhuntatnight time and will swim several
kilometres tocatch their prey. Generally, will keep them satisfied for several days.

Habitat
Asian Tamarans tend to livein _so they can catch their preyfrom the sea. Most of the time, they prefer_so itisrareto spot themin coolerenvironments. They tend tosleep behindlarge
rocks that provide shelter from the sunand possible predators.

Behaviour
Asian Tamarans are cautious around humans. Thisis because they are often hunted for their valuable silky fur. Unfortunately, many humans are also very fearful of this species because of theirunusual appearance. However, these cats
are nevernormally aggressive to man.
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