
Wolves in the Wall by Neil 
Gaiman

Key theme: Ownership

Tier 2 words: plotting, schemes, ignorance, 
possessions, treasured 



1. Theme: ownership: is there something you own that is special? Can you like one of your possessions more than another? 
What would you take with you on a dessert island? 
How would you feel if someone mistreated your possessions

2. Tier 2 words: Put the words into a sentence. 
3.  Predict with picture clues from the story and then text clues –can children predict what the story is about? Record 
predictions next to pictures. Show trailer – have they changed their mind? Why? Lots of Oracy. What are wolves? What do we 
know about them? Where do we find them etc. Read the story. 
Red hat /white hat – how has the author shown the character’s feelings without being explicit? (reading lesson) 
4. Look at example diary entries – what are the features of a diary? Discuss that they’re written in daily. Children write their 
own diary entry 
5. Plan a diary entry (focus on show don’t tell  – how are you going to show the reader the wolf is scared, anxious etc…)
6&7. Write a diary entry from the wolves perspective structure – two day diary 1) stuck in the walls 2) free (LAPS diary 1 only) 

7. Who is Lucy? What happens to her at different points of the story? Using relative pronouns (who, that, 
which) to extend an expanded noun phrase – who is for a person or an animal/something that has been 
named. (Chn don’t need to use the comma to demark the relative clause.) 
8. Who does Lucy speak to in the story? What might she say to them? Children write example sentences 
with simple speech to show what Lucy might say. Consider how changing said gives the reader an 
indication of a character’s feelings. 
9. Emotive language – focusing on how you want the reader to feel. Read a passage, how does that make 
you feel about the character? What could we magpie from that? Extension – how does the power of three 
that the author has used add to this? Learners write their own paragraph.
10&11. See structure on next slide

1. To explore themes in a text 

2. To explore vocabulary in a text 

3. To explore our new text 

4. To explore how an author uses show 
don’t tell (reading lesson)

4.       To identify features of a diary entry

5.      To plan a diary entry

7. To describe a character through 
expanded noun phrases.
8. To use inverted commas and 
synonyms for said. 
9. To use emotive language 

To plan an alternative ending.

To use expanded noun phrases – 

narrative. 

To explore cohesive devices – 
pronouns and subordination in 

paragraph. 

Prepositions ?

Write and edit

- 1st person 
- Show, don’t tell 
- Organisational features 

of a diary

Inverted commas
Expanded noun phrases 
synonyms for said

Show don’t tell 

Cohesion in paragraphs 
Expanded noun phrases 
Subordinating conjunctions. 

11. 

To write a diary entry 

To describe a 
character within a 
narrative





Diary entry 1:
Help! I’m stuck – why… 
what it’s like…feelings

Diary entry 2:
I’m out! How I got out…
feelings…what I’m going to do next 



1st paragraph: Lucy walking 
down the corridor,
5 senses, show don’t tell
2nd paragraph: Lucy speaking to 
her mum
3rd paragraph: Lucy feeling 
frustrated and running back to 
her bedroom 
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