
Welcome!



Meet the 
team 

2G Teacher: Mr Mike Gifford

PPA cover: Miss Modupa Kefentse

2P Teacher: Miss Laura Pickard

TA/PPA cover: Miss Francine Francis

2W Teacher: Mrs Hannah Williams

HLTA/PPA cover: Miss Jo Ford

Orchard Teacher: Miss Noelle Dallas



Arriving 
in school

The school day starts at 8.45. Please aim to have your 
child outside ready to come through the doors at this time. 

The register will be taken at 8.55 and any children arriving 
after this time will be marked in as late. 

If  you would like to speak to us, please arrange this either 
through the office or Class Dojo



The school 
day

 In Year 2, we like the children to be as independent as 
possible in order to prepare them for KS2. 

 Please encourage your children to come into the school 
building independently. 

- Home time: Please collect your child from the courtyard 
area. 





Lunch 

sandwich, wrap, pasta, crackers

carrot, cucumber, tomatoes

fresh or dried fruit

yogurt

biscuit, flapjack, malt loaf

Please limit the 

treats!

X peanut products

Children also have a free 

piece of  fruit or a 

vegetable everyday 

before playtime. 
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Maths

 We are following a scheme of  work in Maths, called ‘White 
Rose’ which focuses on broadening and deepening the 
children’s understanding of  particular units of  work. 

 There is an expectation that all children will know their 2, 5, 
10, and 3 times tables by the end of  the school year, so 
frequent practice recalling times tables from memory 
would be very helpful.

 Mathletics can be accessed at home to reinforce learning in 
the classroom.



Spelling and 
English 

 We start most days with 30 minutes of  spelling practice. The 
focus of  this will be learning different spelling strategies, rules 
and tricky words. Children will be encouraged to learn 
strategies, rather than trying to spell just using their phonetic 
sounds. 

 The children will have a weekly spelling test on a Friday. The 
new spellings for the following week will also be sent out on 
Fridays. Children complete start and end of  unit spelling tests 
too.

 Children also have English lessons every day. There is a high 
focus on spelling, grammar and punctuation in Year 2 
assessments. This term, we are focusing on the book ‘Emily 
Brown and the Thing’

 We incorporate drama, art, discussion and practical activities 
into English to support learning too. 



English 
continued

Some other activities to help your child at home include:

 Taking note of  punctuation and grammar when reading 
with your child. Discuss any unknown punctuation and 
why it’s used. 

 Help your child to learn their weekly spellings in 
readiness for the spelling tests. 

 Encourage your child to access Reading Eggs at home. 
They can read age appropriate books and answer 
questions independently alongside their home reading 
books. There are also lots of  games to play.

 Practise SATS papers are available online and are really 
useful to help children prepare for the more formal style 
questions. 



Reading 

 We aim to read with your child at least once a week –
either individually or in a group guided reading session. 

 We encourage the children to read at home at least 3 
times a week –but this can also be through accessing 
Reading Eggs. We will be checking children’s home 
Reading logs to encourage home reading. Each class 
will have a different approach to this. 

 Your child does not have to read 3 different books a 
week. If  they are reading a longer book, it could be 3 
reads of  the same one. 

 Reading hats: 



Marking 
and 
feedback 

 Our marking policy is based on a feedback star to give children 
simple next steps.

 Instead of  giving children written comments in their books, we 
will be using their work to carefully inform our next day’s 
‘feedback session’

 Feedback will be verbal and focus on learning from mistakes 
and editing work in purple pen. 

 The following day, the children will look at their ‘feedback star’ 
and see what their editing focus is. 

 This system should help the children to become more 
independent and gain a much better understanding of  where 
they went wrong and how to improve it.  



Marking 
and 
feedback 



Knowledge 
organisers 



SATS 

 SATS will take place in Term 5 (May 2020)

 The children will sit the following tests:

- Spelling, punctuation and grammar

- Reading

- Maths reasoning

- Maths arithmetic 

 There will be further information on SATS sent to 
parents later on in the year. All of  the past year’s papers 
are available online if  you would like to have a look. 



P.E

• Every child needs a PE 

kit in a named bag 

containing labelled daps 

or trainers and a PE kit 

appropriate for the 

season. Please bring one 

in if  they haven’t already 

got one in school. 

• Their P.E kit can stay in 

school all term. 

• Our P.E lessons happen 

every Tuesday or 

Wednesday morning



Enquiry

• We use an enquiry approach to teach the wider 

curriculum. Enquiry based learning focuses on 

‘learning through doing’.

• We begin with an enquiry question and wow day to 

inspire learning for the term.

• We aim for the children to build on what they know and 

deepen their understanding. 

• There will be a big focus on discussion, vocabulary and 

speaking in full sentences linked to our Oracy project.

• There will be many opportunities for practical 

activities.

• We aim to have a trip or visitor every term.



Enquiry

What could my classroom be made of?



Attendance 
matters

2M 2D

2B



Encouraging 
good 
attendance

1. Find out regularly your child's absence. (Ask for half  
days if  easier) and check this matches with your own 
record.

2. Talk regularly with your child about school and how 
they feel about it. Children are more likely to attend if  
they feel supported and anxieties listened to.

3. Phone the school as soon as possible to tell us why 
your child is absent, and when you expect them to 
return. Putting the school number in your phone can 
save you time. Know the school routine for alerting 
you to absence.

4. Please discuss illness with your child so they only 
have days off  when they are genuinely ill

5. Avoid taking holidays in school time as these will be 
unauthorised.



Encouraging 
good 
attendance

6. Know routines of  the school day to avoid issues, e.g. 
have they got their PE kit? 

7. If  you have any concerns please ring us – we will 
check attendance and be discreet.

8. Please reward and praise attendance even small 
successes, e.g. going in promptly, even when first 
lesson is their worst!



Attendance 
rewards

 Display

 Rewards every week 
for the highest 
attending classes 

 Termly book draw for 
green band attendance

 Attendance certificates

 £25 termly prize for 
highest attaining class



Attendance 
rewards

• If  a school can improve attendance by 1%, they 

will see a 5-6% improvement in attainment. 
(Department for Education and Skills)

• Please help us and your child by ensuring their 

attendance remains above 95%, allowing them 

to achieve their potential.

• Please come and speak to us if  you have any 

concerns.



Class 
Dojo and 
Rainbow



Homework
Termly spellings

Weekly spellings

Reading 3 times per week

Mathletics



Weekly 
reminders 

 Friday– children given new spellings for following week 

 P.E kit to stay in school all week (can be taken home over 
weekend to be washed) 

 Wednesday – hand in homework

 Friday – spelling test 

 We encourage the children to read at home at least 3 
times a week but they can change their books daily if  
necessary. We encourage the children to change their 
home reading books independently.



Thank you! 


